English
At Fawkham CEP School

Intent:-

At Fawkham, we aim to promote high standards of communication and literacy, developing essential and life-long skills of
speaking, listening, reading and writing. Our Christian Vision John Ch 10 vs 10 ‘I came that you may have life, life in all its
fullness’ is at the heart of all we do and we therefore aim to make learning exciting, enriching and inspiring while ensuring
all children make excellent progress to enable to them to be able to access the whole curriculum and to leave us with excellent
literacy and oracy skills

We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of progression
as they advance through the primary curriculum. Our carefully sequenced, broad and balanced curriculum, underpinned by
inclusive practice, aims to provide our children with the opportunity to build on their experiences in progress further. We
believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education across the curriculum. We whole-heartedly
‘promote high standards of literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to
develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.' (National Curriculum 2014).

Implementation
Speaking and Listening

We believe that the skills of speaking and listening are essential in developing effective, curious and resilient learners.
Therefore, speaking and listening opportunities are embedded not only in the English curriculum but also across the wider
curriculum for all learners.  Opportunities for developing speaking and listening skills are explicitly planned by teachers
wherever possible such as through discussions, debates, performances and presentations and Kagan methods, including
speaking frames are used in class to support children in becoming confident and mature communicators. Children practise
speaking for a variety of purposes and audiences, adapting their language appropriately as well as their intonation, tone,
volume and actions, and are able to work individually or in small or larger groups with peers or older or younger children.

Reading

At Fawkham, we believe that reading is an essential, life-long skill. We believe that all children should learn to read to enable
them to develop a life-long love of books and reading. We aim to enable this by immersing our pupils in high quality texts
that we hope will excite them, challenge them, develop their imagination and open them up to worlds of possibilities.

We believe that every child has the right to learn to read and our aim is for them to also develop a love of reading too. We
promote enjoyment through the creative use of high quality texts and a range of engaging activities at the heart of learning.
Teachers aim to be reading role models in the way that they discuss and promote books as well as modelling reading for
pleasure. They make careful selections both in the texts that they choose to use in the teaching of English and in those that
they read aloud to pupils. Children are read aloud to daily for fifteen minutes which allows them to access more demanding
texts in a supportive environment and also aids their vocabulary growth. To further aid this, all children receive daily explicit
instruction of challenging vocabulary (with a focus on academic “Tier 2 words”) both through texts and related to different
curriculum areas. Alongside this, pupils are taught strategies to independently deduce the meaning of new words they
encounter such as through considering context cues and exploring the morphology of words which allows for direct links to
be made with spelling and grammar.

In the early stages of reading, children’s phonic knowledge is systemically developed through discrete daily phonics sessions
that follow the “Little Wandle Letters and Sounds” programme. Children continue to have daily phonics lessons until they
have secure knowledge phase 5 sounds. Reading Practice sessions are also part of the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
programme. These are taught three times a week and allow the children to embed their phonics knowledge through fully
decodable reading books. Children are also taught the skills of prosody and comprehension through these reading practise
sessions.




When moving on from decodable readers children in Year 2 access the Little Wandle fluency scheme where they are able to
move through purposefully created books to ensure they become fluent readers so that they can access all books at the level
required to comprehend them accurately.

Pupils in key stage 2 take part in whole class guided reading lessons each week where a combination of high quality whole
texts, as well as extracts are used to engage the children and teach them the skills they need to fully understand the texts
such as understanding vocabulary, retrieval of information and how to infer meaning from the text.

We strive for every pupil to leave us with the necessary skills to access the reading and vocabulary demands of the secondary
curriculum and for them to be successful communicators throughout their lives. We believe that no child should be left
behind or become a disenchanted reader so targeted interventions — both group and individual — are deployed appropriately,
including using Rapid Keep Up resources aligned with the Little Wandle scheme and other specific interventions where needed.

Writing

We provide children at Fawkham with a high-quality education in English stemming from high quality texts, carefully chosen
to expose children to a range of authors including female authors and those from other cultures. We have chosen to use
aspects of the Power of Reading approach to ensure all children are fully immersed in texts through active and creative
learning, including drama, which feeds in to quality writing outcomes.

Learning journeys are carefully planned using a ‘planning backwards’ approach that reflects the needs of our children,
identified through ongoing assessment. Throughout our school learning journeys are structured in the same way:

Immersion- Skills and Vocabulary- Write- Edit- Celebrate

Children at Fawkham, through their learning journeys, are taught to write through identifying and discussing the Purpose,
Audience and Viewpoint of their writing. Where possible, writing outcomes link to class topics to ensure maximum
engagement and immersion in the piece. Our ‘planning backwards’ approach incorporates the teaching of writing skills, linked
to the different genres.

We develop our pupils writing skills so that they have the stamina and ability to write at length, applying the skills set out in
the English National Curriculum. To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a wide range of
activities including the use of film and imagery, music, ICT, drama, modelled, shared and guided writing, peer assessment
and discussion. We provide varied and exciting opportunities for writing for purpose and we encourage pupils to see
themselves as authors and poets. We promote the importance of written work by providing a writing purpose and
opportunities for children’s writing to be read aloud and listened to by an audience.

Initially, pupils need to be able to form the letters needed and then be able to express one’s ideas using these letters. Through
shared and guided writing opportunities, we equip children to develop the skills of writing clearly and legibly. When the child
is confident with these basic skills, they work towards being able to write with a greater sense of purpose and learn to
organize their writing according to this purpose. Children are equipped with the necessary tools to do this, being given daily
opportunities to focus on spelling and/or grammatical structures.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

At Fawkham, we aim for our pupils to become fluent and effective writers. Accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar
is essential to this. We use the National Curriculum 2014 as a basis for teaching Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar by
introducing patterns or conventions and continually practising those already introduced.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar strategies are taught explicitly in short interactive and investigative sessions in English
using a range of resources. Pupils are taught key rules and strategies with opportunities to analyse how other writers have
applied these skills to model texts and extracts in order for our pupils to apply these skills independently and effectively to
their own writing. Pupils are taught to recognise which strategies they can use to improve their own spelling. They are
encouraged to apply learnt strategies to their independent writing.

We use a range of strategies to teach spelling discretely as it has been identified as a key area for development for Fawkham
children. In EYFS and KS1, phonics is taught rigorously using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds progression. The spelling of
‘tricky words’ is embedded in the scheme so children are taught these explicitly. Children in KS2 follow the Grammarsaurus




spelling programme to ensure that they are taught particular spelling rules and are taught to apply these as well as learning

exceptions to each rule.

Punctuation and Grammar are taught discretely to ensure children acquire the skills they need. These skills are then
embedded within the writing units so that children have opportunities to apply and practise the knowledge and skills in
context.

Handwriting

Here at Fawkham we have very high expectations of presentation in all written work. As directed by our SSP, children in
Reception and Year 1 learn to form letters using the Little Wandle formation patters. Children from Year 2 upwards are
taught handwriting using the ‘Letter Join’ scheme enabling them to develop and then practise an effective joined style. We
believe that children’s self-esteem and pride in their work can be raised by good quality presentation Where pupils are off-
track, extra handwriting practice opportunities will be given. Resources such as handwriting slopes and pencil grips are
provided when needed. We strive for our children to correctly form their letters, joining with a cursive style with pupils having

good handwriting habits so that they can write fluently and legibly by the end of KS2.
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Impact

The impact and measure of this is to ensure children not only acquire the appropriate age-related knowledge linked to
the English curriculum, but also skills which equip them to progress from their starting points, and within their

everyday lives.

When we are successful, pupils will:
 be confident in the art of speaking and listening and to be able to use discussion to communicate and further their

learning

 be able to read fluently both for pleasure and to further their learning.
* enjoy writing across a range of genres
« Pupils of all abilities will be able to succeed in all English lessons because work will be appropriately scaffolded
» have a wide vocabulary and be adventurous with vocabulary choices within their writing

» have a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on the context and audience

« leave primary school being able to effectively apply spelling rules and patterns they have been taught

* make good and better progress from their starting points to achieve their full potential Pupils of all abilities will
succeed in all English lessons because work will be appropriately scaffolded.




