
History 
At Fawkham CEP School 

Intent 
 
At Fawkham, our Christian Vision is John 10:10 – “I came that you may have life; life in all its fullness”. We believe that in order to live life to the 
absolute fullest, we must be presented with a rich and broad curriculum that helps us to reach our full potential. Our History curriculum ensures 
that our pupils are taught about key individuals, events and changes throughout the past that have helped to shape the present day. Our learning 
questions within each lesson encourage children to think deeply and provide thoughtful responses and all build up to answering the overarching 
learning question of the unit. Pupils in EYFS develop a foundational understanding of the past relating to their own lives, other significant family 
members, and by discussing concepts they meet in stories and images. We develop a sense of chronology through teaching most recent periods 
of history in KS1, evolving pupils’ understanding of past and present, then throughout KS2 we teach our units in chronological order, starting 
with the earliest. Furthermore, we constantly refer to the timelines in our classroom where we can record previous learning and visualise the 
order of events. 
We use ‘Grammarsaurus’ for our History framework as it provides high-quality resources created by specialist teachers and makes explicit links 
in its teaching. Through using cumulative quizzes, we can ensure knowledge and understanding is embedded within each unit. Our history 
teaching also threads the Key and Secondary History concepts throughout each unit and year group, enabling children to have a firm 
understanding of these by the time they leave KS2. 
Our History curriculum aims at Fawkham CEP School are: 
1. Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
2. Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of 
empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 
3. Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
4. Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them 
to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including 
written narratives. 
5. Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why 
contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
6. Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, 
national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 
timescales. 
 
Implementation 
 
Our curriculum is structured on a two-year cycle, consisting of Cycle A and Cycle B, and is further divided into phases, namely Year R, KS1, LKS2, 
and UKS2. The curriculum is designed to revisit substantive and disciplinary concepts across different year groups and themes. Each lesson is 
centred around learning questions, with a focus question for each unit, encouraging children to delve deeper into their learning and ultimately 
answer the Learning Question. Subject leaders are allocated time to monitor the teaching of History throughout the school, through learning 
walks and interviews with children from each phase. Our lessons are appropriately challenging and designed to inspire and support learning. 
They are carefully sequenced to demonstrate progression, building upon prior knowledge and enabling children to apply it to new learning. 
Timelines are prominently displayed in each classroom to ensure that chronology is embedded and children understand how different periods 
of history are interconnected. 
 
Impact 
 
Our students acquire a comprehensive understanding of historical events and possess the capacity to scrutinize them with a discerning mindset. 
Every lesson is designed to address a learning question that aids understanding of the overall unit focus. Our curriculum map illustrates a school-
wide program that has been thoughtfully crafted to impart the fundamental historical concepts through a variety of contexts, thereby establishing 
connections between different periods and events. Our students are equipped to draw connections between previously studied topics and make 
informed comparisons and go on to Key Stage 3 having a firm grasp on their understanding of Primary History and a curiosity in the subject that 
will support them through the next stages in their learning journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year R Understanding the world 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their role in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read 

in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books and storytelling. 

KS1  
Cycle A 

 Changes within living 

memory 

Changes in Toys  

How have toys 

changed over the 

last 50 years?  

Significant 

individuals and local 

places 

Kings, Queens and 

Castles  

Where did kings and 

queens live through 

time?  

  Events beyond 

living memory 

The Great Fire 

of London 

How did the 

Great Fire change 

London?  

KS1  
Cycle B 

Changes within 

living memory 

Technology 

How has 

technology 

changed over the 

last 60 years? 

 Significant 

individuals and 

events 

Famous Explorers 

Where have humans 

explored? 

 Significant 

individuals and 

local individuals 

Hospitals and 

healthcare 

How did Florence 

Nightingale and 

Edith Cavell help 

to improve 

hospitals? 

 

LKS2  
Cycle A 

(Changes in 

Britain from the 

Stone Age 

to the Iron Age 

Stone Age to 

Iron Age 

How did daily life 

change in Britain 

from the Stone 

Age to the Iron 

Age? 

  The 

achievements of 

the earliest 

civilisations 

Ancient Egypt 

What were the 

greatest 

achievements of 

the Ancient 

Egypt? 

  

LKS2  
Cycle B 

  A study of Greek 

life and 

achievements and 

their influence on 

the world 

Ancient Greece 

What were the 

greatest 

achievements of the 

Ancient Greeks? 

 The Roman Empire 

and its impact on 

Britain 

The Romans 

How did the Roman 

Empire impact 

Britain? 

 

UKS2  
Cycle A 

 Britain’s settlement 

by Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 

Anglo Saxons and 

Vikings 

How did England 

change 

during the 

settlement of the 

Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings? 

 A non-European 

study that 

provides 

contrast with 

British History 

Ancient Maya 

What 

similarities and 

differences are 

there between 

the Maya 

civilisation and 

England from 

the 8th to the 

10th century? 

  

UKS2 
 Cycle B 

Post 1066 Study 

Crime and 

Punishment 

How has crime 

and punishment 

changed over time 

in Britain? 

 Local History Study 

World War II 

Why was the Battle 

of Britain a 

significant turning 

point for the United 

Kingdom in World 

War Two? 

   

 


